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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To detect an original containing copy-inhibited originals with 
small memory capacity and in a short time by recognizing the patterns for 
input images in the order of the low image resolution/larger areas and the 
high image resolution/smaller areas. 

CONSTITUTION: An original input device 31 carries out the read scanning of 
an original four times in all. An original image itself is read at the 
highest image resolution of the CCD line sensor of an original scanning 
unit 31a* However, a pattern is recognized at a lower image resolution in 
the first scanning and then recognized at a higher image resolution in the 
second scanning respectively. In other words, the rough features (the 
external shape of paper money, etc.) are first detected to acquire the 
areas to be detected in details. Then the fine features (Japanese bank 
seals, etc.) are detected for those areas detected in details. Thus it is 
decided whether the original is equal to a piece of paper money or not. 
Therefore it is possible to detect a copy-inhibited original in the first 
two scanning operations out of necessary four scanning operations. 
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